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hardly a corner of the globe into which geology had made
its way where his death was not felt as a personal loss.

By the decease of General Mackenzie Murchison received
a very considerable addition to Ms fortune. In the mean-
time, however, the event involved him in much extraneous
work which sadly interrupted the progress of his literary
labours. Writing to his friend Mr. Murray he says, " The
decease of my uncle, with the business it has necessarily
thrown on me, to say nothing of the Bellot Testimonial,
with which they saddled a willing horse, have shut up tJie
"book for ten days. Moreover, the printers have sent me
nothing, whilst people tell me that you have advertised it
as coming out! Five entire chapters are not written, and
the index is not begun, so that the issue of the work, in its
entirety, this autumn, is utterly impracticable."

The summer of the following year (1854) had begun
before the book was actually published. At last it made
its appearance as a stout octavo volume of 523 pages,
with abundant woodcuts and plates of fossils, under the
appropriate and euphonious title of Silwrw. It was dedi-
cated to De la Beche, by whose labours and those of his
associates in the Geological Survey the area of the Silurian
kingdom has been so effectively extended.

As the publication of this work marks another stage in
the progress of British palaeozoic geology, it may be desirable,
in conformity with the plan followed in the foregoing narra-
tive, to take here a rapid and general view of what had been
done in that department of science since the appearance of
the original $ilv/rian System. The number of labourers had
so increased, and the field of their work had now been so
widened, that any adequate review of this subject mustthere washe line saw a train com-
